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“I have told you these things, so that in me you may have peace. In this world you will have trouble. But take
heart! I have overcome the world.” John 16:33
Dear Friends,
As we enter further into 2022, much of the past two years still clings to us. Parts of our lives remain “on hold.”
Parts of our lives are not the same due to loss, especially when it comes to a friend or loved one who has died
during the pandemic.

Where shall we turn for help?

For comfort?
For re-assurance?

As Christians, we turn to the Holy Scriptures. Here, we find the re-assuring promises of Jesus, as quoted
above. For Johannes Brahms, the Holy Scriptures also held a special place for him and, as time went by, the
German master began to set the passages of Scriptures that meant the most to him to music. The year 1866
proved pivotal: His mother and friend and fellow composer Robert Schumann had both died the previous year,
and it was to the Holy Scripture that Brahms turned with a heavy heart. The end result was A German
Requiem to the words of the Holy Scriptures, which Brahms completed the next year. It premiered in 1868. It
remains one of Brahms best personal and powerful creations.
I invite you to a seven-part study of this masterpiece in an Adult Education Class entitled; “Sowing Tears,
Reaping Joy: The Bible and Brahms’s Requiem.” We will meet in Room 206 of the church. Our sessions will
last one hour at a time, from 9:45 a.m. to 10:45 a.m. each Sunday morning beginning February 27 th through
April 10th. During our time together, we will study and discuss the Scripture passages that Brahms chose for
this piece of music and discuss how Brahms used his musical gifts to lend them special power. We will also
watch a marvelous live, high-definition, performance of the piece recorded in the Abbey of St. Florian, Austria,
recorded in state-of-the art-sound. Here is a brief breakdown of the class sessions:

February 27th: “Blessed Mourners” A German Requiem begins at the graveside, but its focus is not on the
dead, but on the living—upon the grief we feel. After a study of Matthew 5:1-12 and Psalm 126, we will allow
the First Movement of this work to convey the honesty and hope we find in the Bible when it comes to grief.

March 6th: “Fading Flowers”. As we turn to the Second Movement, we see Brahms select passages from the
Letters of James and First Peter, as well as from the prophet Isaiah. An eclectic mix! And yet, Brahms’
intention is never in doubt: The express the great contrast between our human frailty (and mortality), and
God’s strength and immortality. Come to understand—experience—the thrilling musical transition that
Brahms employs to assure us of God’s steadfast love!

March 13th: “We Have to be Carefully Taught”. The Third Movement of A German Requiem continues to
challenge us to reflect upon our mortality, and the limitations that come with it. But can the acceptance of
these same limitations lead us to lead more fruitful, faithful lives? As a baritone soloist makes use of selected
words from Psalm 39 in this movement, we examine this same psalm in its entirety to discover its radical trust
in God.

March 20th: “A Glimpse of Glory”. Finally a break in the clouds! In this Fourth Movement, Brahms makes use
of words from Psalm 84, a song describing a journey into the closer presence of God. Arguably, this is the
best-known movement of this work and for good reason: God has made us to rest in Him forever! What does
this everlasting presence of God look like? Feel like? Can we experience this same joy wherever we are? As

always, we will turn to hear—and to appreciate—the genius of Brahms in a live performance of this famous
movement.
March 27th: “A Mother’s Comfort”. As mentioned earlier, the death of Brahms’ mother in 1865 brought the
German composer to the words of Scripture with a special urgency. As we turn this week to the Fifth
Movement of this work, we see Brahms make use of selected words from John Chapter 16. Here, Jesus reassures his loved ones that they will see him again after his death. As we turn to a detailed study of this part
of Jesus’ so-called “farewell Discourse”, we will also be reminded of the work of the Holy Spirit, the
“Comforter”, Jesus promises to each of us. How does the Holy Spirit work when it comes to our grief? Surely
the work of the Holy Spirit meant much to Brahms; in this movement he offers us a melting soprano solo with
chorus.

April 3rd: “Our Hearts’ True Home”. As we turn today to the Sixth movement of A German Requiem, we are
reminded, once again, that our earthly life, while good and often glorious, is not God’s final plan for us: We
will be raised to everlasting life with God. What will this life—look like? Will we have bodies, just like the ones
we have now, for instance? As Brahms employs both chorus and a baritone soloist to capture the high drama
of 1 Corinthians 15, we will spend time examining why the Apostle Paul, in this same passage, insists upon the
resurrection of our bodies—and places himself in opposition to the idea of the immortality of the soul.

April 10th: “The Last Word”. In this, the seventh week of our study, we turn also the final movement of A
German Requiem. Once again, Brahms makes use of Scripture, this time turning to the Book of Revelation,
Chapter 4, verse 13. He does so to comfort himself—and to re-assure us—over the current state of those we
have lost to sight. Come to hear a truly heavenly conclusion to this masterpiece. And how appropriate it will
be for us to end our study on this note, as we also do on the cusp of Holy Week 2022—the time we remember
the journey Jesus made to secure such a glorious future for all who trust in Him.

This study is part of the well-regarded Kerygma Program, and, as such, there is a
resource guide for this course. While it is not required for class attendance, I MOST
STONGLY urge you to purchase it because it will shape our discussions and significantly
deepen your experience. It is available directly through the Kerygma website: https//:
Kerygma.com/products/sowing-tears. The cost is $15, plus shipping.

In sum, this study is an exploration of what the Bible itself says about grief and hope in the Christian context.
It features some of the most magnificent passages on these themes found in both the Old and New
Testaments. It is also, I feel, a most pertinent topic for us as we continue to navigate this pandemic.

Please join me to begin a journey of discovery beginning February 27 th!
Faithfully,
Todd

Ordination Sunday
The newly elected elders and deacons will be installed/ordained during the worship service on Sunday, Feb 6 th.
Below is the list of all Elders and Deacons currently serving and their assignments. (* indicates the Chair)

2022 Elders and Commission Assignments
Administration
Christian Nurture
Facilities
Finance
Membership Involvment
Mission
Outreach and Evangelism
Worship
Clerk of Session

Clif Dietz *
Roxanne Walker * and Susan Ivey
Bob Gourley *
Ginny Flick * and Rich Reed
Sandra Parker * and Mary Gaydos
Bruce McCowin *
Karen Capper *
Jan Pasuit * and Sally Heimbrook
Susan Ivey

Session commissions are always looking for at-large members to join them. Where can you offer your gifts and
talents? Please contact the commission chair to talk about serving!

2022 Deacons and Committee Assignments
Local Mission
Congregational Care

Secretary
Deacon Moderator

Kathy Bittner *
Dave Ivey, Jerry Madden, Lyndsay Owens
Carol Fedeles *
June Phillips, Emily Dugan, Gail Rackley, Betty Brosch, Hermann
Brosch
Emily Dugan
Gail Rackley

COMING SOON! ADOPT – A – BOOK SUNDAY
What: Choose from a diverse selection of books for donation to our Park Church Library.
When: SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 27—before and after worship
Where: The Gathering Area
How: Peruse the available books, select one (or more!) books, decide if
you would like to donate in memory or honor of someone special.
Payment will be checks or cash only, and should be made at the time of
donation.
Why: To help our church library GROW!!

Sunday Worship as Park Apart
The worship video will be available on Sunday at 11:00 am and you can continue to find us anytime thereafter at
https://www.parkpres.org/swl-sunday-worship-live. The bulletin for the service can also be found on the Sunday
Worship page of our site. If you have announcements or prayer requests, please send them to Todd Allen on
Sunday morning via text/call at 612-554 6527.
Mask Policy
The Session of Park Presbyterian continues to strongly encourage that
masks be worn by all of us, vaccinated or unvaccinated, out of
consideration for fellow church members and guests. The Session will
continue to follow developments concerning the Omicron variant. Should
you forget your mask, disposable masks are available in the sanctuary.
Thank you for your cooperation in this new policy as we strive to serve
one another well.
Red Cross Blood Drive Coming to Park Church
DATE:
TIME:
LOCATION:

Wednesday, May 4, 2022
10:30am – 4:00pm
Park Presbyterian Church

Nursery Volunteers Needed
Are you able to volunteer during the worship service one Sunday every other month? The Christian Nurture
Commission has a goal to have the nursery available for our families who wish to utilize it. Please consider this
ministry and volunteer by contacting Susan Ivey or by signing your name on the sign-up sheet in the Gathering
Area.
UPDATE from The Center in Midland
Good afternoon church partners! Just wanted to give you an update about what is happening at The Center in
2022.
We have launched our peer mentoring program with 23 high school students matched one-to-one with a child
age 4-7 years. They meet weekly at The Center with a focus on building strong, healthy relationships as they
help with homework, share a snack, and participate in a variety of activities. These mentoring relationships
impact both the mentors and mentees in life-changing ways.
February 21 (6:00-7:00pm) will kick-off a new women's wholistic health ministry, with the physical components
of exercise and nutrition, socio-emotional aspects, financial freedom, and spiritual health. The goal is to walk
with women as we strive to experience the freedom Christ desires for us. This has been months in planning, and
we are so excited to see the ways God works in the life of the women we get to walk alongside.
We are also a few months in the process of implementing the Sanctuary Model across all of our ministries,
which is a proven method of creating a culture of trauma-informed care and healing.
Ways you can pray:


For Brittany Bacorn as she is being trained and acclimated to her new role as program director.



For the dozens of ministries and programs of The Center- that in all of them relationships will be built and
God will grant boundless opportunities to share His love, grace and truth.



For protection for all of the incredible volunteers as they work diligently to build His Kingdom.

We would also love for you to share the information about the women's ministry to any women you feel would
benefit.
Your constant support in prayer and resources allows The Center to continue to expand as we seek to glorify the
Lord by equipping and empowering generations through Christ. We are beyond grateful!
Sewing Ministry at The Center in Midland
The Sewing Ministry is working on PLARN sleeping MATS for the homeless. Currently, there is a church in
Virginia that needs 50 mats by the middle of February. Check out their flyer that is posted in the Gathering Area
with some additional details, or contact The Center for additional information at 724-508-0535 or
jen@midland.center

Celebrating Birthdays this Month:
Donna Fauser

02/02

Macy Felger

02/15

Gretchen Meyer

02/04

Ian Leyda

02/15

Betty Brosch

02/05

Vivian Cramer

02/18

Mark Ringer

02/06

Clif Dietz

02/19

Todd Phillips Jr

02/06

Christina Thornburg

02/19

Joyce Davis

02/07

Larry Bittner

02/20

Carol Manion

02/08

Mary Garvin

02/20

Bob Correll

02/10

Roxanne Walker

02/21

Lynn Gourley

02/10

Chris Dugan

02/22

Courtney Shallcross

02/10

Mary Berenbrok

02/26

