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“The place God calls you to is the place where your deep gladness and the world’s deep hunger meet.” 
— Frederick Buechner 

 
Dear Friends, 
 

 

Can you believe it has been one year--already? 
 

 

For me, it seems like yesterday when an army of smiling (and soon to be sweaty) Park members surrounded 

my moving truck, eager to unload (lots) of things!  Ah, the heat and humidity of western Pennsylvania.  We 

sure felt it that day, not so long ago.     

And, yet, it also seems like years since my arrival because of the deep connections I have been blessed to form 

with many of you.  Park is now my home, as it is yours, and there is, I feel, real truth in how the writer 



Frederick Buechner describes what a “call” is, not just for a pastor, but also for the church family they join to: 

Where deep needs—and deep gladness—are found, here is God’s chosen intersection for human beings.   On 

that muggy moving day, our enthusiasm was not dampened (pun intended), but, in all seriousness, that 

intersection was felt.  I still feel it, as now we approach our first anniversary on this journey together.  It does 

seem like years, friends, because God is good.  Thank you for the privilege of remaining your pastor and co-

traveler along life’s road!   

 

And what good and great things God is doing in our midst!  “The Story” is set to begin in just a week’s time!  

Hurrah!  If you have not already purchased a copy of “The Story” and a good, used copy of the “Exploring the 

Story” resource guide through Park church, you can still do so—sign-up sheets remain in the Sanctuary.  The 

price is just $5 for each book—a true bargain!   A reminder: Our Adult Education Class—which will journey 

through “The Story”, resumes on September 11th, at 9:45 in Room 206.  Our worship service will return to an 

11:00 a.m. start time on this same Sunday. 

 

I hope you will also be excited—and grateful—as you read the articles below, featuring updates on our shared 

ministries (spoiler alert: Choir is coming back!)   I hope you will appreciate the overdue work already done—

and soon to be done—that is enhancing the security of our facility—see the following article for details.  

 

With confidence in God’s “call” to Park, and trusting that I will connect with even more of you, as September 

begins, 

 

Faithfully, 

 

Todd 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



                                                                     News and Notes 

Mask Policy 
The Session of Park Presbyterian has decided, for the time being, to make 
the wearing of masks in worship and other church activities optional. The 
Session will continue to follow developments concerning variants of the 
COVID virus. Should you forget your mask, disposable masks are available in 
the sanctuary. Thank you for your cooperation in this new policy as we 
strive to serve one another well.  

Sunday Worship as Park Apart   
Worship this summer will begin weekly at 10:00am. Sunday school and adult classes will cease, as well. The 
worship video will be available on Sunday at 10:00 am and you can continue to find us anytime thereafter at 
https://www.parkpres.org/swl-sunday-worship-live. The bulletin for the service can also be found on the Sunday 
Worship page of our site. If you have announcements or prayer requests, please send them to Todd Allen on 
Sunday morning via text/call at 612-554 6527. 

New Member Class Scheduled for September! 
Are you—or a family member or friend—interested in learning more about becoming a member of Park Church? If 

you are, Pastor Todd will be delighted to tell you more!   

A brief and informative look at what it means to be Presbyterian and also what blessings and responsibilities attend 

joining Park Church will be held on Saturday, September 24th. We will meet in the Gathering Room beginning at 

9:30 a.m..  Light refreshment will be served. Your time with Pastor Todd will end no later than 12 noon.     

Please call Bre in the Church Office by September 22nd, to let us know you are coming!   

September Luncheon 
The Committee for Membership Involvement will be doing a luncheon outside in the pavilion  
(weather permitting) for everyone on September 4th right after worship. This will be a "Thanks for  
Summer" luncheon. Our committee will be providing everything. Just bring a lawn chair. 

The Ladies of Park 
All women are invited to The Ladies of Park activities… members and nonmembers alike. We begin our fall session 
on Wednesday, September 14 at 1:30 in the Memorial Room. Attend each gathering as you are able. Becky Pilarski 
will facilitate our study on “The Fruits of the Spirit”. Can you name any of the fruits of the spirit? We will meet each 
week through mid-November. We hope to see you there! 

Facilities  
There will be a facilities meeting on the first Tuesday of the month (Sept. 5). In addition, the Fix-It-Crew will be 
meeting on the second Saturday of the month (Sept. 10). 

Thank you 
I want to thank all my Park Church friends who have been so helpful to me. I am so blessed by your kindness to me.  
-Carol Manion 

Park Church Building Security 
All of us surely lament the threats more and more Americans face in simply going about their daily activities.   The 

recent tragedy in Ulvalde, Texas, coupled with the re-opening of the Park Preschool, has moved your Session to act 
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with an eye to making our building and grounds more secure for young lives, as well as for all of us when we gather 

for worship and other activities. 
To this end, a series of surveillance cameras have now been installed around the outside of our building.  They 

provide 24/7 coverage of our grounds and what we see can also be monitored by the Beaver Police Department.    

Our facility has also been toured by a Department of Homeland Security expert.  His report has offered 

recommendations that we are also acting upon.  Among them are the strengthening of several doors leading into 

our building, as well as the addition of locks to other doors within the facility.  These are just the first steps we feel 

are needed, however.  We ask you to please anticipate further updates/changes in the future.   

Sunday School Begins Again! 

Sunday School resumes Sunday, September 11 at 9:45 a.m.  All classes this year are using “The Story” as 
curriculum.  The teachers are excited to use the new curriculum! 
The teachers are Deb Jurich & Marjie O’Neill (preschool), Susan Ivey (K-Grade 2), Roxanne Walker (Grade 3-Grade 
7), and Todd Allen (Adults) 
We’re looking forward to a season of enrichment, excitement, and enjoyment as we learn more about the story of 
God. We are all part of the wonderful story! 

Park Church Sanctuary and Gathering Area Improvements 
This summer has been a very busy time for your Session—and all for the good: As we begin to see the end of the 

COVID pandemic, thoughts are turning to resuming activities here at Park, and how we can enjoy worship and join 

in ministry fellowship even more deeply.   
What are the most important things that will accomplish this? We recently met to discuss and to discern just this.  

We considered input from yourselves on several matters. We listened carefully and respectfully as each of us 

shared what was upon their hearts. We also looked carefully at our resources, financial and otherwise.   

Here are the priorities that were decided: 

First, the Sanctuary. 

It was decided that continued comments about poor audio must be our priority at this time. We realize that some 

of you sit where you do in order to hear better, and this then impacts how much—or how little—you see of what is 

going on up front. A bit of background: In March, we appointed an Audio/Video Task Force and asked them to 

concentrate upon helping you see the Powerpoint presentation better. They brought a proposal (which was shared 

after worship in July) that recommended the placement of LCD screens in the sanctuary to achieve this end. We 

have shelved that recommendation for now and have re-directed them to concentrate on the audio system. The 

group has already met with an outside audio expert. They expect to bring us a recommendation very soon. 

In the meantime, we invite any of you who are having difficulty hearing things where you are seated to make use 

of the new assisted listening devices we have purchased. They are far more comfortable and effective than the 

older units they have replaced. They remain available at the soundboard prior to worship. It was also felt that the 

current system whereby we record and stream our worship services on-line needs to be made simpler for 

volunteers to operate. Currently, it is a complicated system and there are Sundays when the service is not 

recorded.   This is not acceptable to us! To this end, the audio expert mentioned above is also looking at our 

recording/streaming technology.     

Given this, we are suspending recording and streaming the Sunday service until this matter is addressed. We will 

let you know when this service resumes.      



Second, the Gathering Area: 

 

We want you to know that this is a work in progress. This space is a special place for us to meet and to have 

fellowship. To this end, the carpet has been recently cleaned. We are also planning to freshen up the area with 

new paint. Plans are in place to replace the lights with brighter bulbs. Tables and chairs have been returned to the 

space. We are considering other improvements to the area that will make it more cozy and inviting, no matter the 

occasion.   

We appreciate your understanding on the above and welcome you to speak to any of us about these matters.   

News From Your Session 
• The Finance Commission is planning a Stewardship Brunch on Sunday, September 25 in Guild Hall following 

the worship service. 

• The Finance Commission is investing some monies in short-term CDs. 

• Park Church Preschool will now be under the auspices of the Christian Nurture Commission instead of the 
Administration Commission. Gratitude was expressed to Clif Dietz (Admin Chair) and the commission for 
overseeing the preschool over the past several years. 

• Session approved the installation of seven security cameras outside the church building.  Research and a 
cost analysis are ongoing regarding an internal security system. 

Please pray for the Session members as they continue to make decisions about our church. 

Beaver Yard Sale 
While 2023 is months away, there are two events that we would like you to be aware of. The first is the annual 
Beaver Yard Sale usually held the first Saturday of May. The church is planning on participating with hopefully 
several tables of items for sale and maybe even an overflow into other areas like the pavilion. So, start gathering 
items and small furniture (that one person can carry) to donate to the church. You will be able to bring your items 
to the church beginning in March 2023. The second is a bazaar/craft fair to be held either September 30th, October 
7th, or 14th, 2023.  This will be held in Guild Hall. We are still working out all the details for the event but wanted all 
the crafters in the church to know about this and start crafting away.   
 
If you have any questions, please contact Ginny Flick at 904-568-0761 or ginny.flick@gmail.com. 

CALENDAR YEAR 2022 

 INCOME EXPENSES BALANCE 
JANUARY 35,095.96 20,264.99 14,830.97 

FEBRUARY 20,480.08 16,336.36 4,143.72 

MARCH 18,289.75 25,020.33 (6,730.56) 

APRIL 24,015.88 23,270.54 745.34 

MAY 28,892.43 15,553.55 13,338.88 

JUNE 19,255.53 20,926.72 (1,671.19) 

JULY 22,674.71 26,278.27 (3,603.56) 

    

YEAR TO DATE 168,704.34 147,650.76 21,053.58 
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Remembering Nilceia Jeff Lemley, a former Park 

member has recently received information from the 
IJPA Minister in Belo Horizonte, Brazil that long-time 
member Nilceia passed away on July 31 with cancer. 
She is survived by her husband Emerson and two sons 
Benecio, 10 years old and Miguel 3 years old. If you 
traveled to Brazil on one of the mission trips you 
probably remember Nilceia well. She was very active in 
the church, giving her time to help wherever the need 
was. If you would like to communicate with Emerson, 
you can use the pastor’s address below. 
 
                The pastor’s address is:         Mario Coutinho 57 
                                                                      Belo Horizonte 
                                                                      Minas Gerais 
                                                                      Brazil 30570-310 
 
                Pastor’s email is:  michaelipb@hotmail.com 

 

September Missions Newsletter 
As we move into September, we continue to have many opportunities to serve in the mission field. The war in 
Ukraine has created many displaced people needing all the daily basics to continue a meager existence. We can 
continue monetary donations through the Presbyterian Church as in the past. Information on how to donate will 
be placed on the church WEB page. We have had several weather-related disasters throughout the country that we 
can support financially. On the Presbytery WEB page are updates on local church mission trips to assist 
communities in Tennessee recovering from floods. The Presbyterian Disaster Assistance can channel donations to 
these communities in need if you wish to contribute. 
 Locally we continue our support to the Rochester Salvation Army Food Pantry and to the Back to School Bash in 
August. We assist shoppers at the Food Bank on Tuesdays and Thursdays in the beginning of the month because 
these are the busiest days at the food bank. They receive a large shipment of food from the central food bank the 
first Friday of the month which requires more volunteers to prepare for food distribution. 
The Back to School Bash, which is centered on giving the children new back packs and all the incidentals needed for 
going back to school, is a very successful program ran by the Salvation Army. It is supported by several 
organizations in the area such as Fire Department, Police, Boy Scouts, Local School Bus Co, Keystone Children’s 
Support, Local Barber/Salon, and Children and Youth Services. 
We continue to support The Center in Midland financially as well as donations of food and clothing. 
We support Tiger Paws in Beaver Falls financially and call them to move anything we can’t lift. 
Nicaragua is our international Mission project and recently we were updated on the work they are doing. They sent 
us a map of Nicaragua with all the locations that Young Life has mission projects established and locations they 
wish to establish new projects. We have had visits to the Vida Hoven mission in Managua and Leon in the past. Jose 
Sabony and Narciso Davila are directors at these locations, and they continue adding new students to their 
membership. 
Two of the directors Jose Sabony and Juan Briceno are traveling to the US in October to visit supporters and attend 
a Young Life get together for Latino and Caribbean members in Grand Rapids. They would like to visit Park Church 
and stay overnight on October 25th, then flying out of Pittsburgh to Grand Rapids the next morning. 
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PC(USA) 
WEBSITE  https://www.pcusa.org 

Disaster Relief-International Refugee Programs (DR000156) 
Telephone 800-872-3283 
To send a check, mail to: 

Presbyterian Church (USA) 
P.O. Box 643700 

Pittsburgh, PA 15264-3700 

https://www.pcusa.org/


 

Park Preschool 

 
 

 
We Are Ready! 

 
 

“Tell me and I 

forget. Teach me 

and I remember. 

Involve me and I 

learn.” 
Benjamin Franklin 

 

We could not have done it with out you! Thank you. 

We are ready to go and will be opening the doors for a Meet The Teachers day on 

September 1st. We’ve planned a scavenger hunt, photo booth and a time for centers 

play. Miss Britney and I are very excited to meet the new preschool children and 

their families. We look forward to continuing the legacy that was established so 

many years ago. 

 
The first official day of school will be September 6th, a nice time to end summer 

and begin anew after the Labor Day weekend. Our classroom will once again be 

filled with the joyous sounds of children. Children who are at their work, busy 

playing, creating, singing and making new friends. We have an exciting September 

planned for our children. One of the highlights is a walking field trip to 

Kretchmar’s Bakery. We will be taken behind the scenes to learn what happens 

inside those doors behind the counters of treats! Mr. Kretchmar has hinted that 

there may even be a treat at the end of our tour. I’ll report back in October. 

 
We have enjoyed getting to know the fun, hard working and clever people of this 

church and look forward to continuing on this journey together. Beaver truly is 

someplace special and Park Church is filled with special people. 

 
Sincerely, 

 

Beth and Britney 
 

 

 

 

 

Currently accepting 

enrollments 



Dates, Chapters, and Biblical Texts 2022-2023 

 

 

Date   “The Story” Chapter   Focus   Biblical Texts   

    
9/11/22       The Beginning of Life as We Know It  Creation   Genesis 1 -8 
 
 
9/18/22        God Builds a Nation    Abraham  Genesis 12-13, 15-17,21-22, 32-33, 35  

       Romans 4 
       Hebrews 11 

 
9/25/22        Joseph: From Slavery to Deputy          Pharaoh, Joseph   Genesis 37, 39, 41-48, 50  
 
 
10/2/22        Deliverance     Moses    Exodus 1-7, 10-17 
 
 
10/9/22        New Commands and A New Covenant Moses    Exodus 19-20, 24-25, 32-34, 40 
 
                
10/16/22      Wandering      Moses    Numbers 10-14, 20-21, 25, 27   
                                                                                                                                  Deuteronomy. 1-2, 4, 6, 8-9, 29-34 
     
10/23/22      The Battle Begins     Joshua    Joshua 1-2, 6, 8, 10-11, 23-24 
 
 
10/30/22      A Few Good Men…and Women   Judges    Judges 2-4, 6-8,13-16 
 
 
11/6/22        The Faith of a Foreign Woman   Ruth    Ruth 1-4 
 
 
11/13/22      Standing Tall, Falling Hard    Saul    1 Samuel 1-4, 8-13,15 
 
 
11/20/22       From Shepherd to King   David    1 Samuel 16-18, 24, 31, 
 

        
CHRIST THE KING SUNDAY                                                                            2 Samuel 6, 22 

       1 Chronicles 17 
        Psalm 59 

 
SEASON OF ADVENT / CHRISTMAS / NEW YEARS: We take a break from “The Story”.   

 
1/8/23         The Trials of a King    David    2 Samuel 11-12, 18-19,  

       1 Chronicles 22, 29 
 Psalms 23, 32, 51 

   
1/15/23         The King Who Had It All    Solomon   1 Kings 1-8, 10-11,  

  2 Chronicles 5-7,  
  Proverbs 1-3, 6, 20-21 
 

1/22/23         A Kingdom Torn in Two   Rehoboam/Jeroboam  1 Kings 12-16 
  

 
1/29/22        God's Messengers     Prophets   1 Kings 17-19, 2 Kings       
                                  Hosea 4-5, 8-9, 14, Amos 1, 3-5, 9 
 



2/5/23         The Beginning of the End    Fall of Israel        2 Kings 17-19,  
                                                                                                                      Isaiah 3, 6, 13-14, 49, 53 
 
                    The Kingdoms’ Fall    Fall of Judah        2 Kings 21, 23-25, 2 Chronicles 33, 36, 
          Jeremiah 1-2, 4-5, 13, 21 
 
         Daniel in Exile    Daniel                     Daniel 1-3, 6; Jeremiah 29-31 
 
 
2/12/23         The Return Home     Ezra    Ezra 1-6; Haggai 1-2, Zechariah 1, 8 
 
 
2/19/23         The Queen of Beauty and Courage  Esther    Esther 1-9 
 
 
2/26/23         Rebuilding the Walls    Nehemiah   Ezra 7; Nehemiah 1-2, 4, 6-8 

Malachi 1-4 
PERIOD OF LENT 

 
3/5/23        The Birth of the King    Jesus     Matthew 1-2; Luke 1-2, John 1 
 
 
3/12/23        Jesus’ Ministry Begins    Jesus      Matthew 3-4, 11; Mark 1-3,  
                                                                                                                                   Luke 8; John 1-4 
 
3/19/23         No Ordinary Man     Jesus      Matthew 5-7, 9, 14; Mark 4-6; 
                                                                                                                                    Luke 10, 15; John 6 

 
3/26/23        Jesus, the Son of God    Jesus      Matthew 17, 21; Mark 8-12,14;  
                                                                                                                                    Luke 9, 22; John 7-8; 11-12 
 
4/2/23        The Hour of Darkness    Jesus      Matthew 26-27; Mark 14-15;  
   
PALM SUNDAY         Luke 22-23; John 13-14, 16-19 
 
 
4/9/23        The Resurrection     Jesus (Easter)        Matthew 27-28; Mark 16; 
 
EASTER SUNDAY                                                                                         Luke 24; John 19-21 
 

 
4/16-23/23    New Beginnings     Early Church         Acts 1-10, 12 
 
 
4/30-5/7/23   Paul’s Mission     Early Church                 Acts 13-14, 16-20 

   Romans 1; 3-6, 8, 12, 15  
   1 Corinthians 1; 3; 5-6, 10, 12-13,15,16  
   Galatians 1, 3, 5-6 
   1 Thessalonians 1-5 

 
 5/14/23        Paul’s Final Days     Early Church                 Acts 20-23, 27-28 

   Ephesians 1-6 
   2 Timothy 1-4 
    

     5/21/23       The End of Time     A New Beginning    Revelation 1-5, 19-22 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

                                                  2022 Elders and Commission Assignments 

Administration 
Christian Nurture 
Facilities 
Finance 
Membership Involvment 
Mission 
Outreach and Evangelism 
Worship 
Clerk of Session 

Clif Dietz * 
Roxanne Walker * and Susan Ivey 
Bob Gourley * 
Ginny Flick * and Rich Reed 
Sandra Parker * and Mary Gaydos 
Bruce McCowin * 
Karen Capper * 
Jan Pasuit * and Sally Heimbrook 
Susan Ivey 

Session commissions are always looking for at-large members to join them.  Where can you offer your gifts and 
talents? Please contact the commission chair to talk about serving! 

 
2022 Deacons and Committee Assignments 

Local Mission 
 
Congregational Care 
 
 
Secretary 
Deacon Moderator 

Kathy Bittner * 
Dave Ivey, Jerry Madden, Lyndsay Owens 
Carol Fedeles * 
June Phillips, Emily Dugan, Gail Rackley, Betty Brosch, Hermann 
Brosch 
Emily Dugan 
Gail Rackley 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Carol 
Connelly 

9/2 
Mindy 
Phillips 

9/9 Todd Allen 9/17 
John 

Gaydos 
9/22 

Kristen 
Baughman 

9/3 
Sally 

Heimbrook 
9/11 

Ann 
Linkimer 

9/18 Lisa Davis 9/26 

Gerry 
Harper 

9/5 
Sandy 

McCauley 
9/13 Jeri Blaze 9/20 

Rachel 
Becze 

9/26 

Emma 
Schaller 

9/8 
Charlie 
Leyda 

9/17 
Cheryl 
Hardy 

9/21 Rich Reed 9/27 
 

 


